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Introduction

The docky Mountain Tandscape of the Gare Valiey embraces a plea-
cant masaic of wegetation, water Features and lapd forms, The
discerning obaerver will recegnize this landscape a< the product
ef boith nature and man, weflecting a cunplex history dating from
the last glaciation and spanning early exploration, bthe westward
expansign, the pioneer mining era and, finally, the birkh and
growth aof the recreaticnal skiing industry,

this area is the setting far the Gerald R, Fard and Jobn F.
Conowan Faris, part of ower %60 acres of Yand acquired by bthe Tawn
of ¥ail and set aside for use as open space and park 4reas within
the developed valiey, Thic land acquisition program has two pri-
mary geats, The first is te greserve developable land as open
space to e used either actively for recreational porposes or
passively as apen spece metaining the alpine or v parian chariacter
af the Yand, The second qoal is to manage the amowal of growkh
thdt can oocur in the Gore Valley, The Master Plans af the bwo
parks meet these goals while providing For the recreatipnal needs
af the Town to last far inte the nest 2entury.

Residents and wisitors will motice that these facilities differ
intrinsicelly feom the intense activity centéred character of
cther large menicipally owned parks, Here, carc was been taken ko
conserye and enhance Lthe natural areas, and bn fit the aglive
recreational eloments Lgyether and awsy from the site's meadows
and creck arenss,

“his repork describes bhe environment af the site: and their
hiskory, the Master Plans Ffor btheir develophent, and gunlelines
for inplementation. 1E oputlines the trarsformzzion of two opan
snace parcels inty town packs which will be protected forever From
develaprent and will serve to maintain the guality of Vife for
residents and visitors ta Ehe Vail area,
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Location and History

Tald pine tress and quaking dspen covered the mountaln slopes down Lo the
valley Flaor where the fGare Creek meandered ugninterrupted theough the Lore
Yalley., Bighorn sheep could be seen grasing on Lhe qush grasses of the
Valley Meadows. This once alping and pasturage setbing oegan changing in
1967 to boday's yaar-round resorl comiynity wikth a permengnt resident popu-
lation af ower 5,000 and part-time population of approximately 25 000

annually.

[n an artempt to preserve Lhe guality of life in Vail, the Town residents
in 197% approved the acquisition of its first major open space parcel kKnown
2% the Amtholz Ranch For $3,303,002. On January 1A, 1977, the ¥ail Town
Crgncil unanimiusly passed a resolokion designating the Antholz property as
Gerald R, Ford Fark,

*Whereas, President Serald R. Ford has brought to the Town of
¥ail his interest amd encouragement; has shown through  his
private Tife and public Tife a cosmitment Lo recreation, the
environment and plares sebt aside therefor: and believes that a
statement of the community's appreciaztion and respect for Gerald
R. Ford i5 apprapriate and called for; that the properiy cosmonly
referred to a3 the Antholz Ranch is hereby named the Gerald R.
Ford Park.*

Thes unique and highly valuable 39 acre park site represents the 1ast
remkining parcel of vand centval to wse by all residents and visitors of
ine valy fomrygnity, and as a result b3 developrent has drawd much public
delidbe and <ovtraversy ower ohe past few years. The sifte includes remnants
af the early renca kistary of the Valley in tne Form of sevcral old and
beautiful woader $Eructures.



in Fearudry of 1983, a 51 acre parcel of land an the Matterhorn ares of
West wail was acguired Tor $3.875,C00 ano designated by Council Resolution

as Jawn F, Jdanovan Pare,

"Whereas, John F. Donovan has served on the Town Council] for
fourteen years; has long been a supporter of a strong recrcation
grogram for residents and visitors:; the Town founcil hereby
commends Jokn F. Donavan for his leadership and dedication to
insuring the future of the Town of VYail, and detignates Lhe
recently acquired public park in the Matterhora area JJobn F,

fonovan Park,™

The Tancscapes of both park sites inglude native plant communities Eypical
af the Yalley, such as sagebrosh, wucca, mourkain common juniper, oreaping
rahonia and sta~ds of Guaking Aspen.  The Gere [reek whicn winds through
the entire lergtn of both parks from east to west is lined with Colorado
spruce and subdlpine Fir,

At Ford Park, adjoaning land uses ta the easl end soubh emphasize dnd can-
Eripute ko the area's pleasantly wooded ¢naracter amd pravides permanent
nuffering fram rearby high density residential development. A condaminium
comples to the wesi, overlonks the park and has no natural puffering whalk-
sogver, Tae frontage rnad access and @ast bound Tenes of inkerdtate 70 e
Tangciately to the north of the property and are cagse For ouch af tne
nise popualatian affecting che wpper portinn af the site.  Forbtunatsly,
agise qeverating activities such as softhall and perking areis 4re lacated
in this area and are nob aftected by road sude naise.

Donowary Mare 35 arptually two separgte parcels af open spece separated by
resigential land wses to the sautheast pf the Gore Jreck. The two parcels
are cormonly referred to as tne wpper bench and lower Leach.  The lower
bench is corprised af approximately 12 acrey, Guare Cresk located to the
sguth ig anstE predominant as a bandssape Feature with its aatural barrier
af sp=uce and fir, The adjoining land wses ko the east and west are



rosidential in character with very litcle patura]l buffering,  Matterhorn
Circle and a residential erea lie te the sputh of the site and is separated
and buffered by Bore Cree%,  Once Again, ta the narth and edjacent to Lthe
part sitc is the Frontage ®oad and gastbound lanes of [nterstate 70,

The upper bBench poctieonm of the site is located furtiner Seuth of the Gaore
Creek natural corridar ang higher up the mountezin, This parcel is come-
prised of approximately 39 agres, much of whicn i3 heavily wooded with a
steep $lope of 26% to 30%. The remdining portion of the site is mounkain
meadow with a small, unimproved residential acccss road cutting across b
35t ko west. The upper bench parcel is surrounded on bhrea sides by scal-
tered mixed swngie Fanily residential, and ic tokally open Lo the mounkain
forest vmediately to Ehe south,

Site Analysis and Data Collection
The Envirailment

Compatabilaty nf the park develapnents within the environment is bLhe @ost
significant aspect nf the Master Flans, The exigting lardscape i3 an
integra! part af each plan and rok merely a backdrop against which Ehe
pians Are staged. Thi¢ i< especiglly mecessary wikh pardlanos, for bnere
we expect the Yandscape ta be stagle, nleasant and abowe a11, funcrianal.
Accardinygly, the plarping gnd design proceys was founded an a4 sound wader-

standing gf t«e Features and dyndnics of tne pars §512 enyiranment,

Just oAy o Eaoestey is woven from omany Shreads of @ifferent calors, festoures
and skrengtng, <o the landscane is campased of & wariety oF coviponents such
a5 clapes, aits, plant communities and aquatic features,  Each muast be
identaFred and desc-ibed, bub more thar tnat, tne roie of each must be
Jrciprsioom] as a dymamic entily < that limitatinng and cpaportunities can be
aroperly addressed,  This invelwves ke teanslationm of Forms, such as slapes
and sail type, nlg processes, such gy ramaf§oand s0il leeching, and the
definitina of critical inter-rclationsh:os arang boer,



Ford Park

The hasic struciure of Ford Park i comprited of twd broad terraces, ar
hanches as local |y referred to, which step afwn Ehe norbin side gf Lhye Gore
Crecs and s typical of mountain, walliey and stream physiography.  The
Lpper bencn areg adjicent to Lhe roadways was nat formell naturally, bub was
greated by man-made landfil ]l professes as part af the ariginal cansEraction
of Yai! Pass, Ballfield and tennis rourt Fagllities were eventually
lpcabed here dud to the suitability of the terrain and close proximity of
bhe Town, Altkooggh tads landtilling procezs could nave been inplemented in
a more 4esthetic and functional manner, the upper bench hecares the primary
largform aftording leng views and sweeping wvistas of the fore Walley and
oreel

Sarface eunoff is moderate aver mgst of the wite where the flat benches
aour, but neavier on the steeper sigped areas hebween bencaes and along
Lape strear. A5 3 rvesulk, some ergsign of Bhe sensitive native grasses
aciurs which contributes to the loss of valuable soil and incrcascd risk of
mugsdtdes & real danger in tne Valley during spring runaff,

[n addit-on tu the <urface ronoff, groaundwater s abynaent throoghoob Ehe
site, The depth Lo grogrdwater is variable, ranging from near the fweface
in the lower levels during spring rundff where it provides water For roarby
wettanis and pends, to as wuch as 103 feet belaw the surface at higher

Alovatinrs,

The sails nn the site are clayey sand fur the mesy part, underlain by cohes
sive glay lenses, coliuvioe deposits af civer rock, and wnderlying bed-
rack. “nese s0ils are ideal For censtruction and toed building bat,
hecause nf wn aburdsnce of sortage rock, recuire some surface Fafl Lo
suppart  Tawns and andergraund  irrigation systems, fertain areis of tne
site wnere orevigys cornstruction hes Laken place have peen bedly disiurted
and wila require a program of sgi. management in order ta reslare 4 sdit-
able lewel of soi) Fertility.



Fvergresn faresl 15 the prodominant plant comunity which ocowrs along Gore
“reek natyrsl corridor.  The grees meadow of Lhoe jower bencn thick wikn
coarse grasses 4ra wild Flowerd Qive way to the guiet stands of fir and
spruce dalonyg the creek botitom, the svasitor wii® fimd much ta Ze.ight the
gpye, The wegetation patberns appear to be as much & response Lo ohypsios-
grapny 45 anything else,  kiktmin the franework pravided by tae henches,
shopes and Creek battom, several major plant associations oar2 apparent,
Some | such at fir and spruce forest are prominent and walued and contribute
yreatly ta the farmation of beavtiful umderstory plants such as eregrape
hally, wounkain wmaple and kinnikinnick.

Exisring onysical cendicions io Fard Park consist of active recreation
areds Lacated om the ugper bepcn, and passive recreatins remaining on Lhe
lower particn.,  These contrasting uses were created in part by the orienta-
tion of the site and Tandscaepe, the influence of anjacent land uses, and
the influsence of man-wade improvengnts wpan the site in the form of saft-
all fields, tennis courts, narking, & Flat area for uie as a winter snow
dump sitr, and several woocen structures ngluding a recently relocated
nistoris schaalhowse,

The upper bench developfent wes bnplerented witoouk the benpfil of aore-
planning or deésiga efforts and, a5 a resnli, apaears forcer, haphazardly
olaced, and *s & barrier b9 public access to the lower hench aatural areas
and the Yail dyature Centre. Tavs proalem has beem aitigated hy e
installation of two pedestrian oridge crassings ana unifying peth syster
Wnich kas greably increased the use of this onigue and beaut:ful mountain

CrEpk Bnyirgrment,

In defonse of the park site’s cuerent conditicens, it st be understood
thal YVaal is largely a recreaticen supported comrumity 10 wiich derands far
needed Tacilities can easily put-distance fhe time needed for stuwcy and

plarming,



P1art assyaciations and communities are alsp simidar ko the Ford Park site,
however, the patterns of vegetation co the Jower portion av Donovarm Park
arc more intoresting and conples, sugiesting that many factars hdve played
A tale in shaping them, Recent histgry of this ares reveals that human
actions related to edjacent deveiopment have destroyed some plant comiuni-
ties amd intrcduces others, This i5 evident wnen one visodlly inspects the
sitg from west to east.  Tne higner mountain eievations on the epper por-
bion of the site include transition areas, wnerc open meadows chamge Lo
Jnderstory shroohery with various owerctory gplant types such 4% quaking
asper and lodgepele ping, wnigh diterpate domimpgoce depending on Eae jogad

micrpelimatin conditigns,

There is no axisting develppment on either poetions of Nonovan Park, which
makes recreational development easier ta phase and implament without inter-
fering with existing on-si%e uses, While the upper portian of the ;ite
gffers Lme oest wigwsheds of the velley, it offers the least potential for
redsonanie acwelopient dus ko Lts severes site constrainbts,  The lowar par-
tion af the park zite, wiile lesd dynamic in its yiewsheds, nat the best
opporturibies For gevelopment affording easy wccess and pratecbion te its
gevelaped recreabional feciiities, Like Ford Park, it aise grovides ¥aigl
residents and wisitars with 4 beautiful backdrop of the Gore Creek, o
natura. enenity bto e enjoyed by a1l

Plant Communities
Everqreen Association
Typically, occurring in higher elevations, moist ot we!l drained spils,

narth fesing s'ooes, along strewns and in ever=-aged stands Chropghout bhe

Nallewy,



bonoyan Park

Lanowan Park is actually lwa separate and distinct open sparce parcels which
are scparates by a residential area, The upper partian af Lne park ton-
gists of wountain praperey A0 which fne park is sibuated an a northaesterly
facing siope with splendid yiews of Gore (Creek and the Gore Tountain rango
towards the cast. “he sike is partially bisected by Matterhorn Circle, an
umnaved subdivision access Toad which greatly disrunts the |imited develap-
able area caistimg an the site.

M2 lower partian of Lne site is a smaller 12 acre parcel of land bdordered
ain tha rarth ay the Frontage Road and [nterstate 70 and on Lhe south oy the
Gore Creek, [wa terraces step down bhe site toward bhe Gare Creek, of
wnicn, the samll upper terrace affords 4 grand view of Lae eabire site and
Cresk bektom,  fccess to the Jowsr partian is bimited te the norihwesbern
cornar of the site where Matternnorn Civele and tke Frontage Road conmecr.
There is no develapment coreently existing on either poriian of  Jangsan
Fare.

Surface rungff conditions, grourdwater and existing soils Jare wvery simiiar
t0 those founc in Ford Park, a5 are obher areas of the Yalley., Howeyer,
the uppey oortion of Danowin Park has twoe very serious qeclogic conditions
which will greatly zffect the !ong-term cevelopment of the Park. "IZreep
slopr™ coercition gxists witnin 3 portion of Lhe cpen meadow, asprozimatesy
wharp the wery stecp sicpes begin at contour elewabion B 070, which is
immediately soatheast of tne Matterkorr Circle gravel road. Tais severely
interferes with toc potential for developrent bere 2ocause of possiole dis-
turhance of lLhe bedrock underlying the unstable sail mass,  In addition Ly
thig prablem, 3 'deorid flow' area ewists towarcs the southwestern quadrane
et the site, Any disturbance of the site in this ares may Couse Lhe debris
fluw 12 change directian and endanger adjacent residential properties,



w Coaovacg Rlue Spruce (Picea pumgens 'glauca' )

w Tngelmann Spegce [Picea engeimanad)

» Lodgefote Tine (Pinus contoria}

w SLhalpeme fir [Abies lasiocaroa)

a Mountain Comman Juniper [Jun’perus communis akitalis)
s Sagebrush {Artemisia Cricentata)

a {reeping Mahonia [Manonia repens)

e Shrubby Cinquefoil {Patentilla froitcosal

a Einnikinnick [Arctostaphylos uva oesi)] "Bear's grape’

(leciduous Association

Typicaliy cccurring with some evergresgn Communities and ab lower elevalicns
such as Meddaw edges and abowe wotland areds, offen occers withon flocd-
plain arcas whicn nave drier soils,

s Quakirg Aspan (Fopulus trema!ondes)

# Mountain Ach {Fraxinus lanceolaba)

e Gambel Dak (Duercus qanbeiii]

s Mounta n Managany [Cercocarouas nontanus)

» destern Chakecherry [Prunes virginiana demissal

+ Squawbush [Thus trilpbata)

e« Alpine Corrant, Gocseaerry [(Ribes alpinoa}

Meadaw arceas tavoughout bine Yallegy contain many species 6f ndbive grassses
and wilatlymers, providiag a richness of spring and sumeer coler,

Wetland Associakion

Typically, occurring 4long streams, ponds and marsh areas along the Valiey
flogor,  Thawe plant codrunities piay am imporLant ecoiogical role withir
tme Gore Valley ana project sites, acting as a buffer and 4anctuadry for
wildlife,

o dative Willaw [salix}

# Mountain Maple [Acer glabrom]

» Wi'd Raspberry
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The Master Plan concept reflects:

+« a blend of recreatignal activities aimed at sabtisfying the needs of
the community residents, specifically a park for all ages and
interests;

« concern for the recreational experience of the park visitor,;

« concorns and desires gbtained through an intensive ¢itizen participa-
tion program;

o TELpRCL for the aatural resgurces and beauty of the sites;

» conseryation of energy;

a Fiscal responsibility,

Program Development

Tianeciateiy following the site analysit phate for the two parks and prigr
o beyinning work on program dovelapment, i1 was detérmined that a mare
intensave review and response mechanism was needed in arder to efficiently
acdrass the “owsn af Yail's concernis and oojectives. To s¢higve this, a
Project SLeering Committee was formwed to orovide the Cengulionk 2 more
“hands-on" review and advisory group,  This group consisted of the fol low-

inig:

# Yirector, peparteent af Community Develomrent

¢ "own Planner

¢ Director, Gepartmgnt of Recyeation

¢ [irectaor, Jepartment of Puplic Works and Trancportabion
¢ Member of the Town Council

¢ Memher of the Plarhing and Envirgmirgntal Commissicn

¢ Fepresenbative, Vail valley Foundatian

« Peprasentalive, Yail Assorciatey, Iac,

This committee met with the {onsultant team om 4 weekly pr semi-weekiy
basis to review the progeess of the plaoming work, 4and to advize on criti-

cal issues ang next yions,



Previous Planning and Helaled Studies

fs opart of the program development phase, an inyentory and review of pre-
vious planaing effaorte and related stwdies was conductod, #nd important
informaticn identified and cutlired. Tme following documents amd studies

were reviewed during thiz effork:

=Farks Feasihility Study - Tewn of ¥ail Department of Community Jevel-

apment and Recreation Department, July 1984,

-Parks and Recreation Repdrt - Town of Yail Recreation Qepartment,
Nctaber 1983,

-{nventory of Recreation Facilities - Town of Yall Recreation Qepart-
ment, July 1982,

=Ford Park Amphitheater and Transit Study -« A, Gerstenberq Associates,
April 1979,

-yail Plan - Royston, danameoto, Beck, and Abey, 1973

-¥ail Summer Research Program, Yisitors Survey - Kosall, Remen and
Cares, 1934,

~Eeonomic Development Commission Final Report - Decenber, 1984,

~Mis¢ellanequs Tawn Correspondence velated to concerns regarding parks

dewelnEEggt.

Mote: Refer to THK Associates, Inc. Task Report #7 and 3, Ford and Domovan
Park Master Mlan for detailed information coencerning these stydies,

11



Recreational Needs Analysis

A large part of the work performed during the program developnent was
directed toward identifying the recreational needs of the communicy at
large. To accomplisn this, tne Planming {ansultant met on several occa-
sions with the Comunity Development SLaff and the Project Steering Commit-
tee to determine the best methads to obtain adequate recreational needs
information, From these meetings, it was decided trat this information
would be obtained from the Fallowing sources:

-Megtings with specific ipecial interest groups
=& series af Fown meetings

=Schonl district

=fouth Zervices

=5chonl Survey*

-Adu1t Surveyt®

The Comsultant pravided the swurvey Format, which was then administered by
the Department af Comnunity Devglopment. The purpose of the twp surveys
was to serve a3 4 cross-check for input obtained Lhnrough the pudiic meeb-

ings,
Community Invelvement

Two public meebings were held during Janyary 1985 for the purpose of
obtaining prklic opinion gn the recreational needs for each Park.  The
meeting format include 3 presentation of the site analysis findings for
cach park, a work session period ta identify priprtties for recreaslional
facilitigsfactivities and roncerns, and a general guastion and answer
period. The meetings were well attended and yielded comprepensive lists of
needt and concerns for each Park. A third public meeting was then held to
present tindisags on recreakignal pragramiing garnergd from Lhe two previcus
public meetings and the survey data. These meetings, in addition to the
survey Findings, were Eha basic for the faraglation of the Project's design
congapt and criteria.

*Lurveys congisted of an informal handout or mail back formal and were nok
based upon accepted practices of statistical methodalagy.
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]
A summary cf the survey and Teetings input is ag Follows; _
School Survey - Meeds by priority; all ages: -
1. FPlaygraund area =
2. Freae play, kites, frisbee
3. Laccer -
1, Pignic Aarea
R,  Socialtze, relax, lay around -
B,  ESwim
¥. Football

B Basenall
q, Nutdoor ice skating pond, fish, ducks.

Adult Survey:

1. What Facilitles do you feel are needed For chilaren? Playgrounds, open
fields and parks, recreation center, trails.

2. What recreatianal activities do you participate in now?

Alptra skiing Picnicing
Ficycling Camping -
Cross-gountry skiing Physical fitness programs

What activities would you like to see in Fard Park? {ranked by

prigrity]

1. Swimming Pool 2. Bleycle trgil

3. Picric areas 4. FRunning/jogging trails

h. Runningfexercise course £. Lross-counbry ski trail

F. Playground area B. Open turfed areas for informal
9. Hecreation arga play

0. Alpine garden 11. Lighted facilities far might

play

13



What activities woulo you Jike Lo see in Donovan Park? {rankcd by

prigriby)

1, Swamning Pool 2. Bicycle trail

i. Ticnic ereas 4. Playgrournd area

5. Hunning/ jogginy frails f. Runningfezercise course

7. Qpen turfed areas for B. fruss-country ski Lrail
informal play 9. PRecreation ceater

I, Sledding area

Ford Park - Public Meeting Prigritias

Alpine garden 7. Amphithcater
3. Aguatic center, indooef 4, Michnicing
crtdaor ponl 5. Saftball fields

6. Pastive quiet areas/f
OpER SpaCe

Donovan Park - Public Meeting Priorities

Aguatic center 2. PMignic areass

3. Chiigren's playgraund d. [Gike pathfhiking trail, jcgqing
Hatlural areasfopen spaces & cross-country trails
green ares . Multi-puroose athletic field

Preliminary Site Development Program

Jpen carpletion of the recredational eeeds analysis, o4 preliminary Site
program was develeped for each peark uwsing the informatiom obiained from the
public aeetings and surveys.  The prelwminary <ite development prograng
contarned the following recreational activities:
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Ford Park

1. Swimning pool

2. Bicycle trail

5. Hiking/jegging trail

d., Cross-country ski trail

B, Picmic areas wikth shelters
. Children's playgrownd with small basketball court
7. fpen turfed play areas

A, Softball fields

9,  Soccer Tield [practice)
13, Exercise ourss

11. Hatwre center

12, Alpine garden

13. Amphithaacer

14, Fishing

15. Kayakingfrafting

16. Sleddingftubing

17. PRestroom facilities

18. ParkingS/drop-off

Dongwan Park
l. Bicycle trail

2, PMcnic areas with shelters

3. HikingSiogging trails

4.  Crgss-country ski brgil

. Children*s playgreund with small packetball court
6, Eaprcise course

7.  dpen turfed areas for informal play
B, Softball field [informal)

9,  Vglleyball

l#. Fishing

11. kKavakingfrafking

12, Sledding/twebing

13. Archery range

14. Ice rink [outdoor pomd)

15. BRestroom Facilities

6. Farking



B Site Progeam Suitability Matrix was prepared far gach pars which was userd
to corpare program elements  against 3 list of physical considerations
comnon to Bokh si1tes, The objective of the suitability matric was to
determing 3§ eny of [me pragram elements were unsyitable for developrear
due bo excgssive constraints, and if retained, the amount of development
required 1o mitigdate the canstraints.

The physical considerations used included: adjacent lamd wses, uwbililies;
slupes aver and under 15%; mydralogy; floodplens; ogealogy’soils; veqeta-
tion; wildlife; wviews onfoff-site; internalfesternal noise; wehicular/
pedestrean arcess, and available site acreage., Each program £lement was
assigned a suibability weight wvalue based upon its affect onfaffect fropm @
particul ar physical cansideration,

Values ware weighted as (1] high suitability; [2) maderate suitabkility; and
(3) low sritaedlity. Those elements which werg highly suitable for devei-
apment had a weighting range of between L5=-24 points; woderate from #7-37,
and low Erom JB-83, HWhile a few program elements ~ere cloge ta bne unsyit-
alilg range, neng of them were ackually cansidercd low suitability {see
Matrix in Appendix).

Following this analysis of the program elements, and with some miagr modi-
fication Lo the Denovan Park progran®, toe Final site cevelopment progran
was chosen fgr both parks and aporaval giwen to praoceed into the Schemabag
lrtigr phase of the study,

*The Donovan Park Progeam was modified ¢uring this process at the regquest
of the Town Council to dnglude an evaiwabion af patential Town of Vatl

cerelcory sites,
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The final Sitg Pevelopment Programs for Ford and Denovan Packs are:

Ford Park
Suitabilicy

Program Element Weight Value
l. Cross-country ski trails [16] ‘High)
1. Kayakingfvafting (16]) (Hign}

- #. Hiking!jogging Lrail {17] fdigh)
3. Fizhing {18]) (High)
4. 3leddings tubing [19) {Hign)
f. Hature renter {22) {Hign]
fi., Exprrise course (23] {High)
F. Picnic arga {74] {High)
8, Alping garden (25} (High)
4, fpen turfed play areas {76} {Hiyh)
1%, Children's playground (£9] {Maderate]
10. Softkall fields {£9} (Moderate)
1%, Soccer field {practice] (29] {Moderate)
11. Restrcom facilities {32] {Moderate)
17. Amphitheater [33) {Moderate)
13, Swimming pool {34} {Moderatea)
14, Parking drop-off area (3] {Maderate]
Donovan Farck

Sultability

Program Element Weight Yalue
1. Cross-country ski trail (16) [High]
1. kayaking/rafting {16} iHigh]
2. NMikingfjogging trail (171 [High)
1. Fishing 114) {Migh)
4, Sleddingd tabing (13} [High)
L. Bicycle trail {19] fHiqh)
5. Exercise Course (23] [High)
f. Towt cemebery {24} fHigh)
7. Picnic areas (25} [High)
4. [ce rime [ouedaor pand) 126} fHigh)
8. Dpen turted play areas [#E} [High)
9. VYollaeynall [27) (Moderata)
L0, Children's playground [ ) (Moderate)
1l. #arking [35) {Moderate}
11, Restromn facifities (35} (Moderateld



Schematics

Using tre tecreation progran developed far each park, schematic feasipility
nlans were prepared to study the potential relationships af program eles
ments. This process began with an intensive "hands-an™ worksnop with medn-
bers of the 5Steering Committee, This was an zlb-day wirking scscion where
ideas for facility logatians were sketched, revised and combined into three
schematic olan alterpatives For =ach park, During the developoent of the
schamatics, several program glements weve changed from original 1deas in
regard to the farility. These changes ingluded:

1. Alpine Garden - The Alping Garden was griginally located am the area

by the Yail Nature Lenteeg in Ford 2ark. This was done to isovate b
somewhat From the more intensive, actively uyged areas of the Park,
The garden area was alse redeced in size and placed in a rumoer of
Separite ]ﬂcgtjpnﬁ_thrauqhﬂut this portion of the R2ark. This ¢oneept
was changed and the A1ﬁine Garden was subsequently relocated to the
area adjacent o the west sigde of the proposed amphithwater,  This was
done far the Eallawing eeasoms: 1) L wats felt from memhers uf the
Aloine Garden [Tub that a larger &féa of approximetely 1.5 acres was
needed to adeqeately design the Garden; ¢ it was suggested Tthal the
Garden could serwve as a buffer area betwean the Amphitheater 2nd the
rest of the Park; 3) it was felt that the Alping Garden was nore Som-
patihle with the Anphitheater an regard to the bype of uses; and 4] it
wis a desire pf the Steering Comittee [wat tne Vai! Meture Centra
arcd remain undistyrbod.) Thers wore SO0Me Concerns Pupregsed by ngm-
bers of tae Cansultant Team and the Steering Committes in regard to a
private interpst ygroup being responsible for the comstrucEion  and
maintenarcs of & laonr fntensive amenity «ithin a pubic park,

2. Amphithedter - Ancther change wat to Show gne schemabic without the

amohitheater. Thit was menticned by the Steering Commettes as fundsg
for such 2 facility may not become a reality, and it was felf Sy them
that the overall design of the Park would fupction Detier without the
anphitheater facility, [ne Consultant’™s recomnendation would be to
Incate such a facility closer ta the center of Town, A& stuty For the
best Tecgtion of such a Facility would be desirabile,  Bn the gther two
schemes, the location af the gmphitheater wa2s taken to be a Javern,
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Swimming Pog! Complex - PBobth bthe survey dabte and the public meeting

input showed ihe swimming pool to be the mighest priarity for a recre-
atignal facility., Ho preference was indicatead for the actual pool
lacation, Onta again, the Consylignt recommends Ehat the best loga-
tign for the twinwiing pool would be the center of the willage where
access, parking and swppart Facilities would be availagle.  Since
there is mo known awailable site in Ene willage, Ford Park wa3s Chasen
for the Tocation af a pool facility,

Gonevan Park was ngt found to ke a feasible tocation For the pool
becayse the area available om the lowor bench is ngt adequate For a
barge poul facility with its essociated parking.  Access and wibter
tahle would alse present problems at [(ongwan Park. The Consultankts
also Tfeel that whetever the pool complex becomes, it shauld affer more
in the way of aguekic recrcation than just a lap pocl and diving
boards, This is nobt to suggest 4 wave ackionm pool, but soasthing mare
imaginative, This wou'd be ane sure way of helping the Ffacility pay
for itself,

After the schemattc alternatives were completed, a wark sessian with
Lhe Community DJesvelopment staff, Stecring Committee, FPlamnery  and
tavargnmental Commisston and Town Council was held. A orcsentation of
the schematic alternatives was Followed By a discossion period.  The
concensus on Ford Park was for Scheme 'R, perhaps with ghe addition
of an outdoor skating pond and o horsc sled trail,  The feasibality
and timing of the pool was hrought wp nomerous Eiras and 4 reguesh was
made to do a desiqn without a pool,

The presentatian was then directed ta Hopavan Park, in which Scheme
'"A' was aiso chosen with the adaition of an autdoor skabong pond simi-
Yar kg toe ane in Ford Park,

The ¢chematic plans were rofined at Lha Conceptuesl Design lewel in

rogard to recommended changes or additions.  Toe Schematic Flans are
included as attachments Lo this section of bhe study,
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Desigm Concepls
Ppon selection of am approved schematic plan far both Fark sites, a series

of Jesign Concept studies were prepared in arder to carefully évaluate the
detailed relatignships between activity areas,

The design concepts were preépared in a rough sketch plam farmat owver a
topograchic bhase sheet,  This allowed the Consultant to evlauyate many
different alternatives tp the Plam, keeping the relationships and Jdeas
which warked well together and were within the accepted schematic Framework
and ciscarding thase which did not meet the critaria.

The design concepts were prepared 2t a base Concept Alternabive Flan which
indicated an acceptable design of the PFark site, These olans iscluded
graphic sections of different activity areas within the Park, which helped
explain how bthese areas might appear, their relatianships to ather activi-
ties, ond how they it upon the site. In additign to the base plan were
several Subiarea Plaos which presented alternative reiationships, locations
and canfigurations af some 3f the najor activity areas.

The major differences of gach concept plam are deseribed below:

FORD PARK

Concept Alternative Base Plan

This plan most ¢igsely follows the approved schematic reiatignships of the
program glefents. Tt contains 4 Yarge plaza connecting pool and ampnithe-

ater, and indicates Lhe amphitneater architect's service access solutian on
the far west side of the facility. The alpine garden is split into two
segqments, nne adjacent to the Yail Nature Centre and the ather adjacent to
the amphitneater, The skating pond is lecated next to the aaphitheator
plaza space. The proposed pedesteian bridge was olaced east of the Nafure
Cemire and included a more circuitous trail connectign, The bike path
bypasses the south portion of the Park site and travels algng the top of
Lhe slope toward the frontage road.



Subarea Plan A"
Jiffers from Lhe base plan in that the skating pand was reblocated to the

west of the open meadew adjacent to the Recreation Oepariment storage
huiiding. Amphitheater seryice ared has beon maved to the main entrance of
Lhe Fazility instuead of along the steep etbankmént, A larger cobdoor phaza
spoce pxists between ponl and amphitheater complex,  Pogl Buriding concept
intludes o giassed gallery ab the drop-ofF arga,

Subdrea Plan "R’
The prol comples changes to inclade a proposed coversd mezzanine deck gwer

bne pogl tank and a scutheasterly solar orientation. The outdoor spaces
join together the paal complex and amphitheater and farm one barge recroa-
tion complex, A Targer parking area wag alse realized oy making this com-
bination. Whila this altaernative wad merit in regard to redoced visual
impact of the facility, commen oubdoor use speces, and possible shared cone
ctruction rethils, the prganizers of the dtpRitheater praject Feidt that
conflicts between the two different userd could not he gearcome.

Subarea flap ‘G
A more grban looking design 'sang' poal carplex.  This cesign became the

basis of a fall bhack position skhould the paal complex fail to become a
reality. tmphasis was placed on deweloping the pedestrian space bhetween
the skating pond and the amphitheater entrance, This altarnative has many
positive feafares, Gut Ehe orban design cloements were Felt to be oot of
place in the wmanktaie enrironment of the Park.

DONDVAN PARK
Concept Alternative Base Pian

&5 per the *grd Park plam, this pltan foallows the approved schemakic rela-
ticnships of the progrem elegments, Parking is adjacent to the access eoad
and #5 screened from view,  The large apen turf play ares has heen placed
in tne mgre level and open portion of the site and adjacept to the play
areas, The play areas it on & terraced portian of the site and delow a
prominent ridge aread for protection,
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The autdopr skating ponmd and picnic argas are located in Ehe moest sheltered
ared pf the site and away from high activity areas, The bikefpedestrian
path follows Gare Creek amd is 0 aceardance with the Yail Trails Plan.
The potential Town cemetery site is shown on the upper bench portion of
Oomovan Park, and in the open meadow area.  Matterhorn Circle has been
real iqned to credta a larger open space with the old alignment acking at an
interior roadway due to existing underground wvtilities. The upper bench
portion of Donovan Park has very low patential for highly develaped recrea-
tional use due to severcly steep and wobded terrain gwer much af the site,
and & 'creep sjope" condition scuth of the subdivision roadway [Matterhorn
CircYe) at approximately contour elevabion 8,070 ft.

Sulrarea Plan A’
Yery similar to Che bBase plan except for some size and configuration

changes on many of the activity argas.

Subarea Plan 'B*
AQain, quite similar top the other plans with the exgeption of an expanded

parking area and circular drop-off,

Subarea Plan "C'
B alternative for the potential Town cemetery uwtilizing the existing

Matterharn Circle roadway and placing developed cemetery land on gither
side, This alternative was favared by the Steering Comnittes and the Town
Coungil, 1t was suggested by the corguitant that furbher study af this
1t and other portential cemetery sites be carried on Lo determine the best
location for a Town cemetery, [t alsp recommended that this portion of
Donpuvan Park remain as part of the Town's gpen space,

During this phase of the study, the Contyltant team and Steering Committee
had teveral three to four-hour workino sessions where thay reviewed Lhe
concepts, and proposed changes gr modifications to them Dased apon autside
factors and sceparfas which would mave an influence on the Park develop-
ment. Once completed, all changes and modifications were fynthesized onto
Final Concepteal Flans for presentation to Town Cauncil, and the Planning
and Enyirgnmental Commitssion,
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Significant aspects of the final Conceptual Plans included:

» Locaticn af high use facilities away from those of a rogra passzive
nature, i.e., children's play area vs, stresm-$ide picnic,

# Adaptaticn of major Structures 1o the site topography such as stepping
the poal complexs into upper bench slope,

a Contimyous bikedpedestrisn paths through the Parks with additiomal
stream ¢rossing points for increased accessibility,

o Parking areas adjacent to Frantage Rood and separated from areas with
children.

# Berms and landscape buffers are uvsed for protective screening and to
create a fFeeling of privacy in activity spaces.

¢ J0uthern orientatipon of winter use Facilities such 2% Lhe pogl complex

and parking areas to increase passive solar heating and snow removal,

¢ Jrieptation of pond argas ty bake agdvantage of water tources ang
winter shade patterns,

» The identification of a poténtial site within the wpper bench portion
aof Donovan Park for a propgsed Town cemetery. ([Hote: ne firal determ-
ination has been made in regard 1o 3 cemetery locakian within the Town
of Yaii as a study for bhids purpose has nob been comdugted at this
writing, nar is it within Lthe purwview of this study to locate poten-
tial Cemetery sites.)

The Design Concept plans are included a% akttachments to this sectipn
of the study.
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Master Plans

The culmination of the park planning processes of site anmalyeic, citizen
participation meetings, program development, schematic design, and Concep-
tual design are the fipal Maseer Plans. The Master Plan:s for Ford and
Bonavan Parks, along with bthis dogument, berome the geidelines upon which
develapment will be based For these twg inparcanl Park sites, Tm oaddition,
the design guidelines and maintenance recommendations presented in this
report are the begimming of thase to be developed by the Town of Yail far
use in the planning, design and management of Future parks, open spaces and

pedestrian/bikeway systems.

When the Farks are completed, park visitors will natice that parking areas,
buildings and glayground areas are Fitted closely into the natural terrgin
where pos5ible to minimize dizruption of slapes, vegetation and water
ragoyrces,. Stands of mature evergreen ¢ deciducus Lrees were intograted
fmga Ehe park designs and will be managed as natural ¢omservation argas.
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Plan Features

Numerpys features of the Master Plans reflect an awareness of sagh site's
natural resagrces and a desire ko préserve and enhance as much af the natu-
ral habitat as possible. MNabive plantings and otuffer argas have been
vetained arpund the edges of newly designed recreatignal facilities and
pond  developments, ang exibting plant material clearing was minimized,
These actions refiect the intent to create parks that respect and enhance
the nateral quality of the lard, while at the same time providing for the
recreational needs of the resident coamonity.

Certain park areas ave particularly excittng and attractive by virtue of a
anique interpldy between the decign and the existing physiographici condi-
tigng. The design attempts ta identify these special feature areas and
gstablish them as fFocal or destinetion paints, They are distribuled
throsghout each park site amd arg gdsily reached from access points by
yehicle, pedestrian walks, higycle paths, or natwre treils, Each arpa
offers a different twpe of recreatignal sxperiente,

FfORD PARK

l. Fool ComplexfEntry Area

The Pool Complex and shuttle bus drop=off becomes the front door to the
Fark and serves as the collecting area For Park visitors arriving &y bus or
Car, The distinclive architecture tervaced into the cilope will be an
important focal element for visitor orientation within the Park., The Pool
Complex will be one of the major recreational centers within the Town of
Yail,

2. Actess Plaza

The Access Plaza is the primary gedestrian link fram the parking area ta
the amphitheater, aipine garden and lower hench facilities. The paved and
rampad Spacet cascade down the siope alorqg the backside of the pood com-
piex, affording beautiful yiews of the Park and Gore Creck,
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3. Skating Pond/Water Featurs Area

The agsthetic qualities of water earich thig setbting for passive recreation
and reditation, The bike path system allews bicycle and pedestridan rircu-
latipn past tine pond area which 4cts as an entry portal to tRe lower bench
park area. The bike path bridge allows water to circulate from the upper
pand located an the ilpine gardém area. A warming hut/restroom faciiity
- allows for year-round use as the pond iz teamsformed into a winter piay-
ground for ice skating and informal hockey games. The pond area is sepa-
rated by the warming hut and by elevakion to allow an area for young chiid-
rcn and beginning ice skaters.

q, Picnic Areas

Picnic areas are provided for those viiitars who enjoy picnic outings anmd
group eookouts.  Fignic tables with grills are lgcated aiong Ehe creck onmd
At the community shelter adjacent to the covered footbridge, where privacy
and vispal pleasures ore predominant,  In addition, picnic 4areas are also
provided adjacent to the childeen®s play area and the softball fields for
those wha wWwish tu be close te the activities,

5. Histeric Buildings and Weoden Structures

Several beautiful wooden strecteres currently gxist on-51te which are to be
mamtamed pr converted inty community picnic shelters, [n addition, this
area has been designated as the new location for the placement of Historic
Buildings snd pbther strpctures which are Lo be preserved a5 part of the
Town's awarensss of Gore Yalley higtory, An pld schoolhause and storage
barn currently accupy sites on the lower bench, These struoctures are Ehe
beginning of this preservation effort.

6. Amphitheater Facility Area

The Amphitheater Facility offers a location Far Town-wide cultural evenbs
such 4% cangerts, plays and various community presemtatioms. Administered
by the watl Yalley Foundation, a non-profit arganization, the Amphitheater
it b0 be constructed tatally thrgugh private funding.
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7. Alpine Garden Area

In association with the development of the Amphitheater Facility, an Alpine
Garden area was set aside for development adjacent to the amphithgaster and
acting as 4 buffer botween it anmd the active park areas. This area would
be an attractive display of the unigee plant commuaities and associations
typical of alpine environments complete with rock outcrops and wet]and
-areas. Ms with the &mphitheater, this feature would be adninisbrated and
implemented Lhirgugh the efforts of a private arganization, the Friends cof

the Alpine Garden.

3. Children's Play Area and Open Turf Play Area

The Children's Play and dpen Turf Play Aress complets the sajer recred-
tional developments an the lower Lench., Desigred ba provide interest and
challenge for all ages, the Children®s Play Area it ¢omprised of a hard-
court play surface, qulti-level play areds with varipus pieces of play appa-
ratus, rock outcrops and plant material, and is contbructed between the
sloping terrain of the wpper and lower bench,  The Open Turf Play Area is
olaced wpen the flet areq of the lawer bench adjacest to the Children's
Flay Ared ond is provided for informal ficld games, runnimg, Frizboes and

kite flying,

9. Ballfield Areas
These existimg facilities have beem maintained as part of the Master Flan,
and have been Amaroved to pravide greater use, safety and maintenance effi-

Ciency.

0. Vail Hature Centre Area

Thi¢ araa of attractive natural lamdscape is a stroag contrast to bthe mare
developed areds of the Park., This area is to remain im a natural state,
and thus, minimal exterigr improvements are suggested.

11, Pathways and Pedestrian Bridge Crossings

Bicycle and pedestrian paths along with hiking and cross-country <ki tealls
nake wp the system of non-motorized pathways within Ford Park, The path-
ways chosely fallow the Gare Creek natural corridor, 4nd as a recult offer
some af the mast beaubiful scenery and viewsheds that the site has Lo
offer,  Pedestrian bridge ¢rossings provide for easy access from adjacent
resigential and develaped areas.
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DONDYAN PARK

1. Opea Turf Play Area

As an informal playfield, this area can be wied for a multitede of recrea-
tional activities such as safthall games, races and For group picaic anter-
tainment. A backstop/:ieating area i provided along with an adjacent graup
picnic shelter.

2. Pathways and Pedestrian Bridge Crossing
Similar ta Ford Park in design concept including access for Lhe physically
handicapped ta all argas,

1. Picnic Areas
Picnic areat with Loblas and qrills are provided along the <reek and adja-
cent to play areas and the skating pand, Two large community sheliers are

crovided Far group picnics and related actavities.

4. Skating PondfWater Feature Area

Located in the northern most section of the Park, the Skating PandfWater
Feature Ared is the final destimabion paint along Ehe pathway sysitem before
esiting the Park, Situated amorg sfands aof spruce and fir, the Pond areqd
is the most secluded and sheltered area on the <ite, offering a roespite
from the nearby play areas and elevated roadways. The pond area inclodes a
warming hut/restroom facilivy, plaza orea, dockside edoge, and  matural
plamtings with boulder edge treatment,

5. Children's Play Area

A more expanded arrey of play acBivities Ehan ab Ford Park, the degign pro-
vides duoal sand volleyball courts, twa large separated play arpac, full
court basket area, amd a cenbtral connecting plaza space with a shaded seat-
ing area. The play areas connect diveckly wikth the skating pand, bot are
sereened fram the ballfield area and adjacent roadways.
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&. Potential Town Cemetery

Potential site of & new Town cemetery of approximately 4.2 acres in the
Upper Bemch, This area will be one of many others whach will e studied in
the Future to determine the pest location for a Town cemetery. In addition
to this study, & potontial easement location will be studied by the Town
Plarming Staff to try and provide a commection between the uppor and lawer
Benches,  The details amd legal bBoundaries af the easement will be warked

put wikth the adjarent landowners.

Master Plan Notations

1. Amphitheatsr, Ford Park: This element has become a major part of the
ford Fark Master Plan and steps should should be taken Lo enmsure Ehst
its construction is in total aqreement and harmany with Lhe Plam,

inChuding the seleckion of construction materials, Support facilities
such as the service rpadf/bike path ond the parking area should be
implamerted as $oon as possible 4o thal the amphitheater can becore a
viable facility. In addition, fimal construction plans submitted by
the architedt should be thoroughly reviewed Eo ensere thak final
grades, locations, plantings and utilities are placed in associatign
with gther Facilities shown on the Master Plan,

Z, Alpine Garden, Ford Park: Since this prgject is Lo be implemented by

an outside interest graup, they should dempnstrate the financial and
techrarcal ability to complete their project within a reasonable period
af time, Alto, they shouid be required Eo suhmit o the Town a final
gesign in accordance with the Matter Plan ineluding, locationd lawout
plan, grading plan, olanting plan, irrigatian plom and a construction
phasing plan. It may aiso be rreasonable to consider bonding ar segur-
ity to ensyre the completion of the project and a qardsn mainterance
plen,

3. Lkating Pomd/Water Feature, Ford and Domowan Parks: Further research
in regard to waler rights ond ofher legal reguirements showeld be con-

ducted prior to construction of the ponds amd use of waker from Gore

Creek,
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Historic Structures, Ford Park: FPrior to the inclusion ar relotation

of amy stroctures of histarical cignificanmce within the WValley,
contact should be made with the Gore VYalley Preservation Chapter of
the Eagle County Historical Society, and coordination concerning such
activities should be implemented as necessary,

do
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Costs and Phasing

FGRD PARK

Phase Qne: Lower Bench Improvement$f/Parking Lot

A, MubriTiratian/Remapijidizatian
B. Construction Layout

c. Femalition & Clearing

0. General Site Improverents

L. Parking Area

F. Play Area

G.  Skating Pond

H, HNew Pedestrian Bridge & #laza
[. Picnig Area

Sublatal

Contingency 5X
TOTAL

Phase Two: Pool Complex, West Ballfiald

Mobiiizatton/Demski]ization
COnSETUCE 1o | ayourt
Rempistipn & Clearing

gal bFaeld Luprovenent s

<. twimming Fool Conples
Lubktotal

Caoqtiageniy GBI

T m R

TOTAL

fhase Three: East Balifield [nprovements

A MobilizetionfDesobilization
. Lonstruction Layout

r. ZalTfield Tmprovements
Saobobal

Cortingancy A%

TOTAL

SUMMARY
Phase I
Frase 1]
Phiase 11T

GRANDN TOTAL

$ 30,000
&, 630
18,058

357 2ER
ZEA L RE3
11%, 796
165,330
ap, 314

5E , 575

31,145,651

a] 592

$1.240,543

$ 45,000
31,600
18,170
124,360
4,500,000
LR TRy
375 340

—_—

35,066,960

£ &,000
1,200
108,817

& 116,017

9,281

§O17%, 198

$1,240,543
5,065, 460
145,298

t6,437 801
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DONDYAN FARK

Phase One: Lower Bench lmprovoments

Hahilization/ Demgbal 3z.ak 1an
Canstruction Layout

aeneral Aite Imorovements

Parking Area

Balltielnl

Play Area [playgrownd, wollayball]
Skating Pond

F. Basketball Court

Fubtotal

Lontingency o3

1T MM CI e A0 Ta

TOTAL

Phase Two: Pedestrian Bridge and Fath to Lower Bench

A.  MohilizstionSDemphilization
g. Censtruction Layout

C. Pedestrian Bridge

0. Grading B Gravel 23th
Subtoral

Contingency 9%

TOTAL

Phase Three: Upper Bench Improvemenis

A,  HabilizationSJemonilization
B. Construction L4yaut

C. Parking &rpea

. Hative Seed Jisturbed Areas
Subtatal

Contingency B%

TOTAL

SUMMARY
Prage ]
Fhase [
Fhase 111

GRAMD TOTAL

$ 18,000
2,400
1308
131,712
114,015
ek als
EDE,U?#
49,516

T goe, Tz

hi, 843

L 971,015

£ 3, ¢50
400
41,000

3 3,250

24,637
1,250
T 29,537
2,362

$ 4l 499

§ 521,015
RG, 7T

3l , 899

$1,009 687
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Fark Development and Landscape Character

The planning of Ford and Domovan Farks has carefully cansidered the preser-
vation and retentian of the Gove Creek and its npatural character, in con-
trast ta the creatign and maintenance of a totally manicored landscape. A
careful bhlend of maintained agtive recreational argas and natural passive
argds has been achiewved to accomegdate the diverse pleasures and interests

pf this mountain community,

Fark wigitors should notice that care has besn faken ba conserve natural
areas, plant commpnities, slopes and creek edges.  'Where new construction
af trails, buildings, roads and play facilities will disturb natural areas,
the creative blending of grades, and Ehe yse of trges, shrubs and ground-
cover native to this area shoueld be used to revegetate the disturbed
areas, Dense planting boffers mave been designed to indwure privacy and
protection within the park developrents by screening adjacent public road-
wiys and npnegroatible Tand uses,

Planting byffers nave also beem used to protect and separate adjacent uje
aread Within the parks where potential conflicts are present, Existing
slopes and vhange in grade have been integrated into the master plam ta
enhance separdtions between activity areas, minimize the werbicality of
proposed structures, define fpaces, and to provide new wiewsheds into Lhe
patk and surrounding mountains,

A sensitive development program responds to these gualitiecs, seexing to
reinforce the averall park tharactar by careful planning and management of
copstruction phases.  During the #mplementatign of the amphitheater and
alpine garden eleventi, a monitaring procedure should be ceveloped by the
Togwn which will pravide for come megswee of contral over the private qraups
respansible for the canstroction of these facilitisms, These prograns are
needed tg ensure Lhat all developrent within the parks s in accardance

with the Master Plam and related guidelines,
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Design Criteria
Cohnsiderations of comtervation, mainténgnce, and park development led to

the design ¢riteria discussed inm this section.
Site Preservation

The gquality of the existing sttes in regard to Gore Creek and existing
plant commuaities is reinforced through the removal af creek debris, unde-
tirable man-made elements, scrub undergrowth, disesased and damaged plant
SpeC imens. Exekending these preservabtion programs intd projected phase
development helps to keep Fulture maintemance costs low By preventing
undesirable gqrowth and park user practices, [n addition, outside interest
groups whose peojects are included in the Master Plan should be required to
maintain a site praservation program during their censtruction phase,

Eevegetation

Natural areas that are cleared pr disturbed during constructiom, and are
nat subsequently developed, 4re veplanted to éncourage plank associatians
tnat develop naterally under these specific site comditioms,

Activity Transition

jcreen plantings soften the edge hetween developed park areas, natural
sectors, and conflicting adjacent land uses,  Such plamtings urify devel-
aped and npatoral areas as well as pravide a proteckive buffer whére the
adjacent land yses gonflict with recreational activities,

Definition of Activity Spaces
Spaces for different recreational activities are enclosed by land farms,
structures or plantings, By defining these spaces and creating mass and

sentrast, ¥isual landmarks are formed bto assist yisitors in movement on the
sita,

L



Yiew

Flant ings and landform manipulation direct wiews by framing intoresting and
atbractive features such as distant mounbain ranges, ponds, or the Gore
Creek nature area. VYiswal screens of plamt materials serve Lo close off
undetired views Lo interstate, frontage roads or neighbaring development,

Energy Lonservation

Duye to the unigque wind and sun pabtterns within the ¥Yalley, open spaces,
play areas, and buildings are oriented to take advantage of warin winter
axpasurgs and bufferipg from wind., Vegetation is implemented as an enargy
conseryation measure, providing recreational spaces wWith a protective wing
Euffer and shade i the semmer, tnow accumulation by wind drifts s
dirgcted through the use of wind channels Farmed by planting masses acting

435 a snpowfence,
Arcent

Im areas of special interest or activity, and in pedestrian areas, plant-
ings provide color, teature, form and 5cent to nighlight and emphasize Lhe
cpecial character of these places. Yertical architectural glements such as
shade ¢tructures and play apparatus are colpred Ea Blend harmonigusly with
the surrqunding landscape. Horizontal groundplane textures such as native
shrubs, growndeovers, colored pavers, and smookh boulders are alsa wsed to
compliFent the environment, Major architectural structures such as the
pral building compiex and the ampRitheater should be destgned and accented
to attract yisitors without becoming a distracting wispal element to the
Valley.

Atcessibility

Areas with difficult arcess routes have been improved through the addition
of a well planned system of bike paths, bridge crascings and pedestrian
trails, Parking areas have been sensitively plaaned to provide needed
parking without impacting the matyral or recreational use areas, and are
visually screened.  Yehicles have been prohibited from park areas except-
For periadic mainkenznce and service visits.
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Separation/ IRtegration

Landforms and massed plantings are wsed to separate conflicting recrca-
tionalfcultural activities. Noise genepating and active play argas are
integrated together and placed away From passive ar natural areas.  Needed
seryice Fagilities, such 4s restrooms, drinking fountains, etc., are
Tpcated in or adjacent to activities witn a high user demand,

Existing Character of the 5ite

Open ingadows af native grasses and Flowsers, and prominent stands of evers
gregn forest are mainbtained in wndeveioped areas of the parks.  Tn the
spirit of the ¥ail Natwre Centre located in Ford Park, these natwral argas
of meadow, woodland and sloping terrain with eaposed rock, provide For the
wildltfe and thedir habitats and shouald remain wachanged For all to enjoy.

mite Guidelines

Alternative budlding materials and construction technigues which would be
uned to achigve a park-Tike mountain tneme enviranment were investigated.

The resylting wocabuwlary of designed elerents should be considered 2
"fanily*® of materials amd details which are in Rarmony with  the
envircrment,.  Ouring the canstruction phase, materials should be chosen and
construction methods used which adhere to the foliowing general gquidelines:

Appropriateness

w Materials and defaibing Fit into the Park's environment and is hoth
inviking and functianal,

Compatibility
« Construction materials pxpressive of natural and native material, not
conbrasting,

-



Fleadbility
* Material and technigques able to adapt to future expansion needs and

pEagrams.

Continnity

* Common meterials theme with interrelated forms and color.

Maintenance

# Regsonable put realistic in cost with ease af accomplishrment, and

consideration of long-term maintenance expenditures,

o A i =1 Pedestrian walks and bike paths are pro-
(L oL, Tl g
g [". e **LW. ”l h ] o vided in the arpats of developed facili-
1m0 ey N arg !
Dh M - I | ties and circulation rautes. Walks and

L I Y et
bike paths arg accessible Lo the physi-
caliy handicapped and are constructed of
concrete or asphalt., Jestinatiaon points
tshauld be identified and highlighted
through the use of 4 unified park %ign-
aqQe systam,

Cross=-countTy ski bLraiks and other path-
ways GChrough natural areas shall  Le
placed where 1ittle grade change is
rejguired and skall be constructed of
compacted, ingxpensive roadbase materi-
als. Other surface materials which pro-
yide a hard surface, but appear natural
shauld be considered.
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CDOYH
Fublication

Landsape buffer plantings are pravided
alang puhlic perimeter roads and between
parking areas to provide screeming of
noise and wisgal polblutian,

Callected mative river vock and boulders
gre used widely in the Valley. The
applicatian shown here indicates exposed
boulders for low retaining walls, Dther
vies are pand edge treatments, slope
stabilization and play area accents.

Washed river cCobble may be used For
arenitectural features such as exposed
building walls and small  rataining
walls. The sandy-gray and brown color
blend in with the natural envirannent._

Temporary erdsign control measures dur-
ing comstruction, and permanent control
measures after comstruction showld be
citablished top prevent sediment pallu-
tion of the Creek and to sktabilize dig-
turbed areas. Straw bales should he
used for tesparary control measures and
jute nettimg shauld be used to
permanent.]y stabilize slopes,
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Gently sloping lawns are desirable Far
picnic  areas  and open field alay.
Irrigated and manicured lasn areas Can
transition into natural areas through
the ute of native grasses and shrubs.

Special dinterlgecking concrete pavers are
used in several instanges where i i%
apprapriate  to  emphasiie  important
features or pedestrian  areas. The
pavers dark grayish-purple calor blends
tn well with wood, stone and plant
materials,

Thructures, shelters ar pbther  site
buildings are designed in a Yow "pro-
fileY or are set into slope argas to
reduce their wertical dominancg upon the
gite. Conastruction materiazls should be
harmonious with other matrials being

used on the 5ite.

Children®+ play areas arg designed with
challenge §n mind, Multi-level play
structures, tunnels 4nd other climbing
apparatus 4re designed to execite  and
encourgge free expressian,  Native land-
srape materials shall ke in¢orporaked
inta the play argas to soften and blend
them with the environment. Plant mater-
fals chall be provided for eaclasure and

qummer shadimg,

Jo
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Inviting skating pond areds have been
designed to prosoble  year-vound use of
the parks. In summer, the ponds would
sorye as focal elements and destination
areas For relaxing and infarmal picnice-
ing. In winter they would he used for
daytime and nighttime family ice skating
ang infarmal hackey games. A warming
hot/restropm  is  provided along with
seating areas and accoss docks.,  Mative
piantings and rock would be  used
generously.

40



Land Managerment and Parks Maintenance

A land jranagement and parks maintenance plan far the Parks needs Lo be
developed and shauld reflect a nead ta conserve enerqy, Town resources, and
have an awareness of the natural resources of Lhe 5ite,  DBecause most af
the sgils on the sites are limited in their capacity to support turf
arasset and other plant materials the most developable Tand areas require
some sart aof il amprovement follewing construction,  The bulk af the
areat designated for park development requires some clearing af wegetation,
and removal of subsurface rock. Folowing clearing, a final evaluation of
spil conditiond can be made to determine the type and amount of remedial
work necessary to prepare the soil For development and landscaping.

Successfal land managemenmt includes enriching the 4o0il in Certain areas
with inexpensive, readily available erganie, nutrient rich huemys in combi=-
nation with ritrogen=Ffixing cover craps. These techniques imprave the fer-
Etlity and moisture holding capacity of the native gravelly <oils =o as to
provide water for turf grasses during dry spells.

0 parks maintenance program also needs to be developed and should reflect
the type and freguency af maintendance basks reguired by the park develop-
ment, Nuring the initial stages of phased construction, a detailed program
af plannod maintenance tasks shoold be developed based uwpan the Lype of
Facilities proposed. The sessgnal sequence of pn-Qoing park care such as
matering, mawing, aeration, mwlching, weeding and Fariilization should be
charted aut and followed to ensurg That the park arpat are proper|y main-
tained and ready for wuse.

Thiz “maintenance calendar®™ should alio cover a longer Eern program of
natyra areéa maintenance which wauld include the selective cuttiing of
digensed or damaged trees and, Ehe replanting with 4 different species ar
merely allawing more 1ight in to allow competing trees to flarish.  Unfor-
Funately, it i3 mob i the purview of this study to prepare detailed main-
temance quidelines. In additian, completion time schedules of construction
thould be required fram all outside interest groups whe will be constroct.
ing 2 project in the Park, including a waintenaqce manucal on 21l new Facil
ities or lamdscaped areas.

4l



Summary

This Master Plan report illustrates o plerning and design oracess
which dnclyded:

v understanding the plant cowmunities, soils, physiography,
hydrology and climatic forces which act upon the site, and
making planning and design decisions based &n that under-
standing;

e« involving the Town staff, steering comnities, governing mem-
bers, oqutside interest groups, and foremost, the public in
the progran development process and in expression of their
congerns over development;

« the thorough investigarion of design alternatives anmd con-
cepts, 50 as to easyre bhe proper location of facilities to
meet the needs af Lhe Townm of Vail without violating the
desired environmental desiqn criteria,

Gerald B, Ford Park and John F, Donovan Fark represent recred-
Lional master planning values which resnect the matural gnvieons-
Mgnt of the sites,  FProper developrent and ianegement provides in
prepetuity for the recrecaticnal needs and enjoyment of citizens
and visitars for generations to come,

4%
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School Survey Summary * Jenuary 511085

8 Years - Umider

L. playground area {swing, Topes, climb, caves, etc.)
£. fres play, kites, frishee
3 outdonr iceskating, pond, fish ducks

picnic dArgea

. swirming

8. soccer

b. zand area
football

?.  basketbald
cleddingd sk

B, basehall
rollerskate

13-9 years
1.  playground area [swings, ropes, climb, caves, etg.]
&, free play, kites, frisbec
3. soccer
4, LWim
L. picnic area
£, football
T. maseball
3. sacinvize, rolde, lay around
0. Space
10, hikes
11. pasketbail
R ES
vl leyball
troes

12. outdgor iegskating, pond, Fish, ducks

18-14 years

sacialize, rebax, lay around

LOCLEF

picnic area

free play, kites, frishee

foptball

Faseball

wil leykall

SuWim

putdosr iceskating, pond, figh, ducks

[= g N LR N B

og =



Respondent Summary (231 Surveys returned total responses 405)

L. playyround area [swings, ropes, climb, caves, etc. [19F)
2. freeplay, kitet, frisbee {67}

1. =succer (53}

&,  picnic arag [49)

.  socialize, relax, lay aroond (413

fi. =swim [30}

7. foothall (3%)

8. baseball [22)

. autdopr icetkating, pond, fish, ducks [19)

10, hbikes (19}

(*The 10 highest priority activities were ligeed.)



Becreation Survey Summary * February 11, 1985

Question #1 - Where do you live?

East ¥ail - 37 [39.2%)
West Wail - 33 (31.8%}
Cantral Yail - 27 (7R.A%}
utside Yail - 11 (i1.6%)

Qutside Colerado 1 11.0E%}

Question #2

How ald are you?

18 yoars -« 1 {1.08%)
19-30 - 32 (33.9%)
3i-d45 - 4% {RO.8%)
d6-Hd S L
Ao-pver - 2 (2%

Question #3

Are you malef Femaile?

b [B5.7%)
43 {46, 6%)]

Hale
Ferimapl e

GQuestion #4 - Are you adult member family/single?

Aoult memper of Family - 71 [7R_2%)
Singee Irdividual - 35 {37.7%)

Question §5 - Are therg children in the household?

tes - 46 [48_7%)

Question M6 - What arc the ages of children in your houschold?*

Under b years of age - 26 {27.5%)
12 through Y8 wears gf age - 27 [28,6%)

*Hote: Printed in @rror on guestionaire, ages 7-11 Were omittead.



Guestion #2 - Whick of the Foilowing facilities do you feel are needed for
the children in your area? (Check more than one 1f appropriate.)

1. Fquipped playgrounds for younger children - 44 {&].5%)

z. Open fields and parks for easupervized play - 2% (26.5%)

3. More and better facilities for organized sports {ie. opoois, tennis
courts, ballfields, ice-rinkg, et ] - 24 (25.4%)

4,  Natural argas for cxploring and nature studies - 17 {18.0%)

5.  Trails {hiking, biking, ridingd - 17 [18.0%)

. & recreation center - 17 [13.0%)

7. superyised sparts instruction and recreation progrems - 16 [16,9%}

8. Breas For and instryction for crafts and skills - 11 {11.6%)

westion #13 - What recreational activities de yoy participate in now?
heck mare than ane 17 appricabie._ )

1. alpine skiing - 73 [HZ.6%)
Z7. bicycling - 75 {FO_R¥}
3. cross country skiing - 59 [F3.1%)
4. picaicking - 62 (65.7%)
5. camping - 58 {61.4%)
B. swimning - &G (59,381
7. physical Fitness programs - BB [59.3%)
B. joggimdf running - 54 (57.2%)
G, attending 4pactator ewvents - 44 [46.6%)
b, Galf - 39 {41,3%)
LI. fishing - 35 {49.2%)
1#. ice skating - 3¥ (34.9%)
13, racquetball - 28 (29 8%}
14, siedding/tubing - 20 [21.2%)
15. kayakingfrafting -0 (21.2%)
16, boating - 1% [19.0%)
17. arts, crafts, hobbies - 15 {(19.0%)
14, morseback riding - 1B [19.0%)
19. softballfbaseball - 17 (13.0%)
0. wolleyha I/ badmintan - 17 (1B, 0%}
21, water skiing = 13 (o6, B2}
dé ., Antcer - 13 (13,75}
Y, archery - 10 [10.R%]
24, hpckey - 0 [ 9%}
75, basketball = A [ B.4%)
. pitching horseshoes - 8 g2.4%3)
27, bowling - B [ B.4%)
2H. tedm sports - B[ B.4%)

Ouestion #14 - What activities would you like to tee in Ford Perk? [Check
mare than one i appropriate.]

L. swimming pool - BD (A3.6%)
2. wicycle trail - 4% {5].0%)
3. picnic areas - 4% (51.9%)
4. runningf jaqqing trails - &8 {50 A%}
B, Ccross-Cauntry ski trail - 42 [(44.5%})



6. HRunningfexercise COUrsE - 47 (44 5%
7. plavaround areas - a4 [42,4%)
4. open turfed arepat For

informal play - 30 [41,3%)
&, alpine garden - 34 (Xh.0%)
k). recreation center - 34 [36.0%)
1. more lighted facilities for

night play - 28 [29.6%)
i?. fce-rink {outside) - 26 {27.5%)
13. tennis caurts - 23 [(29.3%)
{4, fishing argas - 72 {31.3%)
1%, =ledding area - 2L [#7.E%)
1h. alpine slide - 28 (27,724
17. softhalifhaeball fields - FEoiR2.e%)
1. soccer Field - 20 [21.2%})
19. volleyball/badminton areas - 16 (16, 9%
20. basketball pgurts {outside) - 15 [15.%9%}
?1. convention center - 11 111.6%}
#F. kayaking course = 19 [1D.6%])
#3. livery stablesfequestrian trials - 10 (10.6%)
¢4, archery range - B[ R.3%}

q [ 4.2%)

#59, golf course

fuestion #16 - What activities would you like to see im Dgmovan Park?
{Check more than one item if &ppropriate,}

i, swimming ppal - 33 (50.8X)
2. bicycle Ekrail - 47 [49.9%]
3. picnic areas - 44 (4E,6%}
@, olay ground areas - 40 [42.9%)
5. runningf jagying trails - 40 {4z . 4%]
6. runningfexerctisse course - 19 [&41.3%)
?. open turfFed areas for infarmal

play - 20 [41.3%)
A. Cross=country ski trails - 32 (33.%%)
9. cledding area - 20 [29.6%)
[0, recreatian center - 2B (29 .8%)
11. tennis courts - 2h [¢6.5%)
12, volleyballSbadminton aregas - 22 123,14
13. hasketball courts {gutside) - 2 [21,2%)
14, spcoer figid - 16 [16.9%)
1, softballfbaseball fields - 16 [26.9%)
', fiching arcas - 16 [16.9%}
17, alpinc garden = 16 [16.9%}
M, dge-rink {outside} = 15 [15.49x}
19, alpine slide - 11 (13.7%)
20, more lighted facilities for

night play - 13 [13.7%)
¢1. archery range - 13 (13.7%)
2?7, kayaking Course - 11 [11.6%;
23, livery stablesfequestrian trails - 7 § 7.4%)
78, golf range - 20 2.1%)
2%, convention center - 20 2.1%)



Question F19 - In genersl, how do you feel about the range of recreational
opportunities foynd in Vail? (Sports, oOpen areas, picnicking, scenic
areas, ektc.) check one.

Excellent, many interesting and casy to use activities. - 22 (21.3%]

apyd, bDpt some  important agtivitics and Facilicies are facking, - A9
{7i.1%]

Fair, probably what we can expect for 4 towe of oo size. - G (6.3%)

Poor and inadequage. - 9 [9.5%)

Question #20 - Are you aware of the programs and services of the YVaijl Parks
and Recreation Department? (check y2s or no)

Organized athletic programs

(hockey, Soccer, efc,} fes 90.0% HNo 10.0%
Mature Cenier tes T1.0% No 9.0%
Equipment renilal Yes FO.08 No 30.0%
Youth Center Yes 7. 0% to 11.0%
Autpowrri [day care center] Yes 73.0% Mo 27.00%

uestion #22 idi recreation &nd open space, which of
oflowing items show given thé highest pryority by the town
more than one item if appropriate.)

1.  Landscaping and begutificatian of Ehe Eown's stregtt and iwmporiant
apen space features, - 49 £51,9%)

L}
r

Preservation and beaulcefication of the ftown's imoortant natural drain-
age wey% |Gore Ciresk, Bogth, Creek, Bighorn Creek, ebc.} = B0 [63.6%)

3. A fow centrally located parks and vecreatiom areas far use of Lhe
entire commuenity, - 54 [597.#%)

4. Acquisition of strategically located open land to buffer urhan devel-
ppmenr, - 48 [50.8%)

5. Preservation of existing natural areas and important land Forms. - 34
[36.0%)

B. Heighborhood playground and picni¢ areas convemient to most residen-
tial areas. - 42 [0d_R%)

f. A few centrally ltocated parks and recreation areas particularly
attractiwe to visiting Lourists. - 29 (30.7%)
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43 Fretmren (P Ean
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PROGRAM

ITEM

1. Bicycle Trail B EE N ]| B P | | 5E BB |19° SUITABILITY CRITERIA

2. Picnic Areas 7 PN NN NN ™ W M| C25 EE? High

3. Hiking/Jogging Trails (|l | I BN P P IR N | N B | B H W & H |72 P2 Moderate

4. X-Country Ski Trail ([ mm | o [ | o=t | o | wmm | o | o o | oo | om0 g [mm 16 3. low

5. Chitdrens Playground|| P71 I | B | P [ P71 [T (WP | 'H[|DE || [_ || I8 [ ]30 il

6. Exercise Course .l || NP N ) By P23 Suitability composite based
7. OpenTufed Flay Areas|| Il I BN | ["T| P | BN B | | P B | W0 B PP B8 | ] 26 upon numerical weight

8. Volleyball __HR Bl «qpuupp oan B R «GN <0y BN RREEY BN il SEESQEryld | HIGH | MOD. | LOW |

9. Fishing || FA B (]| &A | A | Fd | PR BB B ()70 |18 15 26 37 48

10.Kayaking/Rafting || B | G | Wl | (7| il |t | R o o o o | | 0 | i [16 || | |

11_Sledding/Tubing | 1B S L sl 1 R0« IR <EE 28 JRE

12.Archery Range 1| sl | P NN P[] P BR[| P MR P26]  Suitability Matrix

13.lce Rink (outdoor pe~)|| M | ) | 71 T1| W | WO | P7) NN N | N | NW | N ([ 1| P7)| B | PR 26] [formation was developed

14.Restroom Facilities LipSEEE sEnEnEEEn RN EnEl s AP n SERENEN BN 1D <BF BE «Q(SF wﬂmwnm_x%mﬁﬁﬂ”wﬁ.ﬁwﬁﬂwa
15.Parking P m LD LT 510 || P L35  against known minimum site
16.Town Gemetery | O e e ||| | [ 2] [Sduirements o standards
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10.Exercise Course
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11 .Nature Center

12 Alpine Garden
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13.Amphitheater
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PROGRAM
ITEM
1. Bicycle Trail H . miE<E0 B8 i R <A 4B 4B BB | SUITABILITY CRITERIA
2. Picnic Area > AN <00 NP 20 _SE_B@ _NE SR.<EB B 1. High
3. Hiking/Jogging Trail || ) I Ball <00 B0 BF 60 R B0 3 4B P 2. Moderate
4. Childrens Playground|| P2 | LSE<i=e 1L 10 1k )| 3. Low
5. Swimming Pool = 1 1| rjoi ) mm
6. X—-Country Ski Trail || N | IN ™ I I . O | Suitability composite based
7. OpenTurfed Play Areas|| Il | IR 1 |_BR gl Lol Nl 494 upon numerical weight
8. Softball Fields 1| . L1 L_EE _JEEgp o 7 . | HIGH | MOD. | LOwW
9. Soccer Field{practice} || T 1 | 1B 1) L 1] P m 1| 15 26 37 48
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16.Historic Buildings

17.3)ledding/ Tubing
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Suitability Matrix

information was developed
from the interpretation

of 1he existing Site Analysis
Fhysical Conditions, matched
against known minimum site
requireaments or standards
of the listed program items.



FORD PARK MASTER MLAN AMENDMENT REQULESTED BY VAIL
ALFINE GARDECN FOUNDATION

7a.  Alpine Garden Education Facility Arca

The ervvironmental education balding of the Alpane Garden {since 1488 called
Bttty Tord Aldping Gardensp provides a comimunidy Bwlity doevobed to Tostering
undeeslanding of Vails Irngile Righ altidoce envirsnomend, the mative plianats it
supporls, and man's relationship W thean, T also serves booocient visilors b Bty
Fordd Adpine CGandens, Designod b be passive selar and energy conserving. the
tualding is earth-shelwred and consteacisd of natural rock aond bmbers, 1t ies
wcherneath the fourth phase of the Gacdens, the Alpine Rock Garden, and is
located adjacent tw the existing Gardens o the iorth sicde. As weith the Bt thoes
phases of Betty Ford Alpine Gardens, the eduacation Bacility will e buale and
aclministerect by a private, nonprolit organization, e Yail Alpine Clarden
Foundativn, for pablic use.



