
VAIL ELECTION HISTORY OF BALLOT QUESTIONS – 1970s 
 
Election 
Date 

Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 

4.7.1970 FIRST VAIL REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION : 
 
For Mayor: (vote for 1) 
  John A. Dobson 2 yr term 123 votes 
  John F. Donovan   1 vote 
  Jerome A. Blackwell III  1 vote 
 
For Trustee : (vote for 6) 
  Thomas Steinberg 2 yr term 123 votes 
  John F. Donovan 2 yr term 119 
  Albert G. White 2 yr term 105 
  Richard Bailey 2 yr term 98 
  Clayton Freeman 2 yr term 88 
  Charles P. Anderson 2 yr term 79 
  Hans Weibel    61 
  Robert Clark    47 

  Total ballots cast:  134 
 (127 at poll, 7 absent) 
 
 
Note:  election was held at the 
police station in the Mill Creek Court 
Building 
 
Mayor:  Dobson   
Mayor Pro tem:  Steinberg  4.13.1970  
 
 
11 CANDIDATES 

2.23.1971 SPECIAL ELECTION  – One Cent Sales Tax 
Shall a sales tax be imposed on the sale of tangible personal property and the furnishing of 
services, in accordance with Article 4, Chapter 138, Colorado Revised Statutes (1963), as 
amended, and Ordinance Number 3, (Series of 1971) of the Town of Vail, said sales tax to 
become effective July 1, 1971, and said tax to be equal to 03% of gross receipts, in 
accordance with the following schedule: 
Amount of sale      Tax 
$.01 including $.18     No tax 
.19 including    .51     1¢ 
.52 including  .84     2¢ 
.85 including 1.00     3¢ 
On sales in excess of one dollar, the tax shall be three cents on each full dollar of the sales 
price, plus the tax shown in the above schedule for the applicable fractional part of a dollar of 
each such sales price.?” 

 
 
 
62 

 
 
 
4 

Total Ballots Cast:  66 
 (64 at polls, 2 absent) 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

4.4.1972 REGULAR ELECTION  – Mayor & Trustees 
 
For Mayor: (vote for 1) 

John A. Dobson  129 votes 
Thomas I Steinberg  76 
Jerome A. Blackwell III 11 

 
For Trustee : (vote for 6) 
   Charles E. Kindel  142 votes 

Richard H. Bailey  135 
John F. Donovan  135 
Albert G. White  119 
Joseph Langmaid  103 
Joseph Staufer  90 
Mervyn L. Lapin  86 
James Bartlett   82 
Roger C. Brown  81 
Hans A. Weibel  63 
Paul D. Ulrich   55 
S. David Gorsuch  50 
Flo Steinberg (write in) 1 

  Total ballots cast:  ____ 
 (___ at poll, ___ absent) 
 
 
 
 
Mayor:  Dobson  
Mayor Pro tem:  Kindel 
 
Kindel resigns 7.19.1972 
Tom Steinberg APPOINTED to fill 
Kindel vacancy on 8.1.1972 
 
15 CANDIDATES 

4.18.1972 SPECIAL ELECTION  – Form a Home Rule Charter Commission 
 
Shall the Town of Vail form a Home Rule Charter 
Commission? 
 
FOR HOME RULE CHARTER COMMISSION MEMBERS (VOTE FOR 
NOT MORE THAN NINE) 

Doris A. Bailey   61 votes 
John A. Dobson   62 
John F. Donovan   63 
S. David Gorsuch   43 
Mervyn L. Lapin   54 
Thomas I. Steinberg  61 
Hans A. Weibel   50 
Albert G. White   62 
Willis J. (Jen) Wright  48 

  Paul D. Ulrich (withdrew)  5 

 
 
68 

 
 
1 

Total ballots cast:  ____ 
 (____ at poll, ____ absent) 
 
 
Registered voters:   542  
 
 
COMMITTEE TO WRITE THE 
CHARTER 
 
 
Gorsuch resigns and Jim Slevin 
replaces him  (can’t find in minutes, 
but roll call reflects this) 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 

9.12.1972 SPECIAL ELECTION  - Adopt the Home Rule Charter  
 

Shall the Town of Vail adopt the proposed Home Rule  
Charter submitted to the Board of Trustees for the Town 
of Vail on August 1, 1972, by the Home Rule Charter  
Commission for the Town of Vail? 

 
 
90 

 
 
17 

Total ballots cast:  107 
 (105 at poll, 2 absent) 
 
Registered Voters:  678 (as of 8.24.1972) 

 
 

9.25.1973 SPECIAL ELECTION  - Bonds 
 
Sales tax to be imposed on sale of tangible persona l 
property @ retail and furnishing of service 
 

 
 
 
Municipal parking facility bonds 
 

 
Real Estate Acquisition  

 
 
 
222 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
207 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
229 

 
 
 
16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 

Total ballots cast:  238 
 (206 at poll, 32 absentee) 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 

 
11.20.1973  REGULAR ELECTION  – Vail Town Council Members 

 
John A. Dobson  4 yr term  131 votes 
Josef Staufer  4 yr term  122 
John F. Donovan  4 yr term  119 
Albert G. White  2 yr term  111 
Kathleen M. Klug  2 yr term  98 
Joseph Langmaid  2 yr term  96 
Thomas Steinberg  2 yr term  91 
Joseph R. Elias     65 votes 
Mervyn L. Lapin     63 
William F. Bishop     48 
J. Dudley Abbott, Jr.    47 
Rodger C. Lacroix     40 
Sheika Gramshammer    37 
Robert R. Buterbaugh    5 

  Total ballots cast:  ____ 
 (____ at poll, ____ absent) 
 
 
 
Mayor:  Dobson  11.21.73 
Mayor Pro tem:  White 
 
 
 
14 CANDIDATES 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

08.06.1974 ANNEXATION ELECTION – BIGHORN 
 
 

 
 
 
 

151 68 Total ballots cast:  219 
 (105 at poll, 114 absentee)  



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

12.10.1974 ANNEXATION ELECTION - BIGHORN  
 

 

39 8 Total ballots cast:  47 
 (14 at poll, 33 absentee)  



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

10.14.1975 SPECIAL ELECTION  - $1.25 Million Bond 
 
1.  Park and Recreation Bond 
 
2.  Transportation Center Improvement 
 
3.  Pedestrian Overpass Bond 
 

 

 
 
119 
 
111 
 
125 

 
 
29 
 
37 
 
22 

Total Votes Cast:  148 
 (132 at polls, 16 absent) 

11.18.1975 REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION   – Trustees 
 
E. William Wilto  4 yr term  242 votes 
Wm Webster Heimbach 4 yr term  241 
Kathleen M. Klug  4 yr term  198 
Robert W. Ruder  2 yr term  153 
Melvin Dale McCall     150 
Thomas I. Steinberg    132 
Joseph R. Elias     112 
Carol S. Richards      90 

  No voting statistics available  
 
Mayor:  John Dobson  11.19.1975 
(his final term as mayor: Ends 11.15.1977) 
Mayor Pro tem:   Joseph Staufer 
 
Heimbach resigns on 7.6.1978 & 
Scott Hopman appointed 7.28.1978  
 
Klug served only 2 years of her 4 yr 
term 
 
8 CANDIDATES 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

12.11.1975 ANNEXATION – LIONS RIDGE 
 

 

79 13 Total Votes Cast:  92 
 (41 at polls, 51 absent)  



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

3.29.1977 SPECIAL BOND ELECTION  - $450,000 
 

 

139 51 Total Ballots Cast:  190 
 (190 at polls, 0 absent) 

9.13.1977 ANNEXATION – WEST VAIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

145 265 Total Ballots Cast:  410 
 (276 at polls, 134 absent) 
 
ELECTION FAILED 
 
Note:  The election ballots simply 
read “For Election or Against 
Election”    Hence the Public Notice 
of the newspaper served as the 
“FULL WORDING” of the annexation 
election .   



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 

 
 

 
 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

10.4.1977 SPECIAL BOND ELECTION  -  
 
1. Ice Arena/Multi Purpose Facility Bond $1,800,000  
 
2. Public Works Maintenance Facility Site  $350,000  
 
3. Open Space Acquisition  $200,000 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
152 
 
139 
 
147 

 
 
70 
 
83 
 
76 

Total Ballots Cast:  223 
 (203 at polls, 20 absent) 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

11.22.1977 REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION  
 
Rodney E. Slifer  4 yr term  299 votes 
Paula A. Palmateer 4 yr term   254 
John F. Donovan  4 yr term  210 
Thomas I Steinberg 2 yr term  197 
Robert Ruder  2 yr term  196 
Edmund H. Drager     158 votes 
James Dudley Abbott    147 
James R. Elias     127 

  Total Ballots Cast:  383 
 (380 at polls, 13 absent) 
 
Mayor:  Rod Slifer  sworn in  11.29.1977 
Mayor Pro tem:   John Donovan 
 
John Dobson’s final meeting as 
Mayor of Vail was 11.15.1977 
 
Ruder elected to finish remaining 2 
years on Klugs 4 yr term 
 
Heimbach resigns on 7.6.1978 & 
Scott Hopman appointed 7.28.1978 
 
Palmateer resigns 7.15.1980 
(effective in 30 days) 
 
John Donovan’s resigns 9.2.1980 
 
8 CANDIDATES 

4.4.1978 SPECIAL ELECTION  – Real Estate Transfer Tax 
 

Shall the Town of Vail, Colorado, impose a land tra nsfer 
tax, (not to exceed 1% of the consideration) upon t he sale 
or transfer of interests in real property; earmarki ng the 
proceeds therefrom for the purchase of real propert y to 
be used for open space, recreational or park purpos es, or 
employee housing; as provided in Ordinance No. 3, 
Series of 1978, of the Town Council. 

 
 
 
 
69 

 
 
 
 
101 

Total Ballots Cast:  170 
 (_?_ at polls, _?_ absentee) 
 
 
FAILED 
 
PAB believes this was a referred measure 

 



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

4.10.1979 SPECIAL ELECTION  – Bonds for Parking & Development 
 
 
1.  General Obligation Parking Facility 
2.   Development Revenue Bonds (Employee Housing) 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
152 
139 

 
 
 
143 
153 

Total Ballots Cast:  295 
 (_?_ at poll, _?_ absentee) 
 
PASSED 
FAILED 
 
It was the intention of the Town 
Council not to issue EITHER of 
these bonds unless BOTH questions 
passed.   



Election Date Ballot Questions For  Against Notes 
 
 

11.20.1979 REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION  - (Town Council and 
Lionshead Parking Structure Bonds) 
1.  Bonds for Lionshead Parking structure - $7,000, 000 

 
Council Members : 
E. William Wilto  4 yr term  283 votes 
Scott Hopman  4 yr term  277  
Ron Todd   4 yr term  265  
Thomas I. Steinberg 2 yr term  231 
Packy Walker     229 votes 
Ed Drager      209 
Tom LeRoy      125 
Jack Goehl      112 
Christopher Kaiser     111 
Dennis Hager      94 
John L. Siverly      66 
Sandy Mills (write in)      1 
Ray Benedict (write in)      1 
Tom Carnavale (write in)      1 

 
 
405 

 
 
140 

Total ballots cast:  545 
 (526 at poll, 19 absent) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor:  Rod Slifer  
Mayor Pro tem: William Wilto 
 
Palmateer resigns 7.15.1980 
(effective in 30 days) and Bud 
Benedict was appointed on 
8.19.1980 
 
John Donovan’s resigns 9.2.1980 
and Paul Johnston was appointed 
on 9.9.1980 
 
Scott Hopman resigned 10.7.1980 
effective 11.1.1980 and Bob Ruder 
was appointed  11.18.1980 
 
11 CANDIDATES 
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